YELLQWirWORT,  Blackstonia perfoliata (L.) Huds.

301. Yellow-wort, Blackstonia perfoliata (L.) Huds. (X i);
erect, annual up to 1J ft. high, glaucous (like the bloom on a
grape) all over and without hairs (glabrous); leaves opposite,
united at the fyase (perfoliate), each half broadly ovate and some-
what acute at the apex, the largest up to about 2\ in. from tip to
tip, each leaf 3-nerved; flowers in a dichotomous cyme (see
drawing for this), the oldest flower in the first fork and subsequent
forks; bracts becoming smaller upwards, like miniature leaves;
calyx (A, x li) divided to the base into 8 linear-subulate parts
longer than the corolla-tube; corolla (B, X 0) bright cream-

yellow, the 8 lobes twisted in bud to the right (A, X li); stamen
8, inserted on the tube between the lobes; anthers (C, x 2
linear; ovary (D, X 2J) 1-locular, with numerous ovules on
the 2 bilobed parietal (on the walls) placentas (E, X 5); fruit a
capsule with persistent style;  seeds minute (synonym Chlora
perfoliata L.) (family Gentianaceae).

In some seasons this is plentiful on the chalk downs and banks
by the sea, and is a very pretty sight, often growing in the com-
pany of another member of the same family, Centaurium wnbella~
turn (Common Wild Flowers, fig. 117). It is only locally common,
but is fairly widely distributed in England. It extends eastwards
as far as the Caucasus*

This very attractive plant seems to be quite independent of
insect visitors, for the flowers secrete no nectar. They close at
night, and the two thick bilobed stigmas are self-pollinated.
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